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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image transfer system, comprising: 
one or more terminal equipments; 

one or more facsimile apparatus; and 

a network for interconnecting said terminal equipments and said facsimile 
apparatus; 

each of said facsimile apparatus including coding means for coding image 
data included in data inputted to the facsimile apparatus from the outside in 
accordance with a unique coding method, image data storage means for storing 
the image data coded by said coding means, and decoding program signaling 
means for outputting, when the image data stored in said image data storage 
means is to be outputted to an arbitrary a requesting one of said terminal 
equipments, a decoding program for decoding image data coded in accordance 
with the coding method in response to an acquisition request from the 
requesting terminal equipment. 

2. (Original) An image transfer system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein each of said terminal equipments includes: 

network control means for controlling connection to and data 
communication with any of said facsimile apparatus over said network; 

inputting means for inputting an operation instruction to initiate a WWW 
browser; 

program execution control means for controlling execution of a program 
for initiating the WWW browser in response to the operation instruction inputted 
by said inputting means; and 

display means for displaying the WWW browser executed by said program 
execution control means. 
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3. (Original) An image transfer system, comprising: 
one or more terminal equipments; 

one or more, fa^simile apparatus; and — 

a network for interconnecting said terminal equipments and said facsimile 
apparatus; 

each of said facsimile apparatus including coding means for coding image 
data included in data inputted to the facsimile apparatus over a public network in 
accordance with a unique coding method, image data storage means for storing 
the image data coded by said coding means management means for managing 
the image data stored in said image data storage means and page information of 
the image data, network control means for controlling connection to and data 
communication with any of said terminal equipments over said network, 
acquisition request reception means for receiving an acquisition request 
outputted from any of said terminal equipments, acquisition request analysis 
means for analyzing the acquisition request received by said acquisition request 
reception means, HTML document data signaling means for signaling, when it is 
analyzed by said acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition request 
is an acquisition request for HTML document data, the HTML document data, 
decoding program signaling means for signaling, when it is analyzed by said 
acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program for decoding image data decoded in accordance 
with the coding method, image data signaling means for signaling, when it is 
analyzed by said acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition~request 
is an acquisition request for image data coded in accordance with the coding 
method, and signaling means for transmitting a response to the acquisition 
request signaled from one of said HTML document data signaling means, said 
decoding program signaling means and said image data signaling means to the 
terminal equipment through said network control means. 

4. (Original) An image transfer system as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein each of said terminal equipments includes: 
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network control means for controlling connection to and data 
communication with any of said facsimile apparatus over said network; 

inputting means- for- inputting-an~operation-instruction to-initiate a -WWW 

browser; 

program execution control means for controlling execution of a program 
for initiating the WWW browser in response to the operation instruction inputted 
by said inputting means; and 

display means for displaying the WWW browser executed by said program 
execution control means. 

5. (Currently Amended) An image transfer system, comprising: 
one or more terminal equipments; 
one or more facsimile apparatus; 
a WWW server; and 

a network for interconnecting said terminal equipments, said facsimile 
apparatus and said WWW server; 

each of said facsimile apparatus including coding means for coding image 
data included in data inputted to the facsimile apparatus from the outside in 
accordance with a unique coding method, and image data storage means for 
storing the image data coded by said coding means; 

said WWW server including decoding program storage means in which a 
decoding program for decoding image data coded in accordance with the coding 
method is stored, and decoding program signaling means for outputting the 
decoding program in response to a request from the one of said terminal 
oquipmont equipments . 
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6. (Original) An image transfer system as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein each of said facsimile apparatus further includes: 

management _means_for_managing-the~image- data-stored -in said - image 

data storage means and page information of the image data; 

network control means for controlling connection to and data 
communication with any of said terminal equipments and said WWW server over 
said network; 

acquisition request reception means for receiving an acquisition request 
outputted from any of said terminal equipments; 

acquisition request analysis means for analyzing the acquisition request 
received by said acquisition request reception means; 

HTML document data signaling means for signaling, when it is analyzed, 
by said acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for HTML document data, the HTML document data; 

image data signaling means for signaling, when it is analyzed by said 
acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for image data coded in accordance with the coding method;. And 

signaling means for transmitting a response to the acquisition request 
signaled from one of said HTML document data signaling means and said image 
data signaling means to the terminal equipment through said network control 
means. 

7. (Original) An image transfer system as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein each of said terminal equipments includes: 

network control means for controlling connection to and data 
communication with any of said facsimile apparatus over said network; 

inputting means for inputting an operation instruction to initiate a WWW 
browser; 

program execution control means for controlling execution of a program 
for initiating the WWW browser in response to the operation instruction inputted 
by said inputting means; and 
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display means for displaying the WWW browser executed by said program 
execution control means. 

8. (Original) An image transfer system as claimed in claim 5, 
wherein said WWW server includes: 

network control means for controlling connection to and data 
communication with any of said facsimile apparatus and said terminal 
equipments over said network; 

acquisition request reception means for receiving an acquisition request 
outputted from any of said terminal equipments; 
V acquisition request analysis means for analyzing the acquisition request 



decoding program signaling means for signaling, when it is analyzed by 
said acquisition request analysis means that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for a decoding program for decoding image data decoded in 
accordance with the coding method; and 

transmission means for transmitting the decoding program signaled from 
said decoding program signaling means as a response to the acquisition request 
to the terminal equipment through said network control means. 

9. (Original) An image transfer method for an image transfer 
system wherein one or more terminal equipments and one or more facsimile 
apparatus are interconnected by a network, comprising the steps of: 

outputting image data coded in accordance with a unique coding method 
by and stored in any of said facsimile apparatus to an arbitrary one of said 
terminal equipments; and 

outputting a decoding program for decoding image data coded in 
accordance with the coding method to the terminal equipment in response to a 
request from the terminal equipment. 




received by said acquisition request reception means; 
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10. (Original) An image transfer method as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein any of said terminal equipments executes: 

aji operation instruction inputtjng_step of_inputting„an. operation instruction 

to initiate a WWW browser; 

a program initiation step of initiating a program for the WWW browser in 
response to the operation instruction inputted by the operation instruction 
inputting step; 

a WWW browser display step of displaying the WWW browser initiated by 
the program initiation step; 

a URL discrimination step of discriminating whether or not a URL of any of 
said facsimile apparatus is inputted; 

a HTML document data acquisition request notification step of sending, 
when it is discriminated by the URL discrimination step that a URL is inputted, a 
notification of an acquisition request for HTML document data to that one of 
said facsimile apparatus which has the URL through said network; 

a HTML document data reception step of receiving the HTML document 
data transmitted from the facsimile apparatus in response to the notification of 
the acquisition request by the HTML document data acquisition request 
notification step; 

a HTML document data display step of displaying the HTML document 
data received by the HTML document data reception step; 

a program execution description discrimination step of discriminating 
whether or not a program execution description is present in the HTML 
document data displayed by the HTML document data display step; 

a decoding program acquisition request notification step of sending, when 
it is discriminated by the program execution description discrimination step that 
the program execution description is present, a notification of an acquisition 
request for a decoding program to the facsimile apparatus; 

a decoding program reception step of receiving the decoding program 
transmitted from the facsimile apparatus in response to the acquisition request 
notification by the decoding program acquisition request notification step; 
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a decoding program execution step of executing the decoding program 
received by the decoding program reception step; 

an__image_ __data _ acquisition _re.ques.t_ .notification -step- of- -sending — a — 

notification of an. acquisition request for image data to the facsimile apparatus; 

an image data reception step of receiving the image data transmitted from 
the facsimile apparatus in response to the acquisition request by the image data 
acquisition request notification step; 

an image data decoding step of decoding the image data received by the 
image data reception step based on the decoding program executed by the 
decoding program execution step; and 

an image data display step of displaying the image data decoded by the 
image data decoding step. 



claim. 9, wherein any of said facsimile apparatus executes: 

a coding step of coding image data included in data inputted to the 
facsimile apparatus over a public network in accordance with the unique coding 
method; 

an image data storage step of storing the image data coded by the coding 

step; 

a management step of managing, the image data stored by the image data 
storage step and page information of the image data; 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an acquisition request 
transmitted from any of said terminal equipments over said network; 

an acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the acquisition request 
received by the acquisition request reception step; 

a first discrimination step of discriminating whether or not the acquisition 
request analyzed by the acquisition request analysis stop is an acquisition 
request for HTML document data; 

a HTML document data signaling step of signaling, when it is 
discriminated by the first discrimination step that the acquisition request is an 
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An. image transfer method as claimed in 
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acquisition request for HTML document data, the HTML document data to the 
terminal equipment; 

a second L_dls^nmLnatian step. _o.f_dis.cr.iminatin.g,- —when — it- is —not 

discriminated by the first discrimination step that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for HTML document data, whether or not the acquisition 
request is an acquisition request for a decoding program; 

a decoding program signaling step of signaling, when it is discriminated by 
the second discrimination step that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program, the decoding program to the terminal 
equipment; 

a third discrimination step of discriminating, when it is not discriminated 
by the second discrimination step that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program, whether or not the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for image data; 

an image data signaling step of signaling, when it is discriminated by the 
third discrimination step that the acquisition request is an acquisition request for 
image data, the image data to the terminal equipment," and 

an error information signaling step of signaling error information when it is 
not discriminated by the third discrimination step that the acquisition request is 
an acquisition request for image data. 

12. (Currently Amended) An image transfer method as claimed in 
claim 10, wherein any of said facsimile apparatus executes: 

a coding step of coding image data included in data inputted to the 
facsimile apparatus over a public network in accordance with the unique coding 
method; 

an image data storage step of storing the image data coded by the coding 

step; 

a management step of managing the image data stored by the image data 
storage step and page information of the image data; 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an acquisition request 
transmitted from any of said terminal equipments over said network; 
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An acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the acquisition request 
received by the acquisition request reception step; 

a_f irs_t Jisj3rimin.at.L0.n__s.te.p-. or__xliscriminating^ whether- or-the -acquisition— 

request analyzed by the acquisition request analysis step is an acquisition 
request for HTML document data; 

a HTML document data signaling step of signaling, when it is 
discriminated by the first discrimination step that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for HTML document data, the HTML document data to the 
terminal equipment; 

a second discrimination step of discriminating, when it is not 
discriminated by the first discrimination step that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for HTML document data, whether or not the acquisition 
request is an acquisition request for a decoding program; 

a decoding program signaling step of signaling, when it is discriminated by 
the second discrimination step that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program, the decoding program to the terminal 
equipment; 

a third discrimination step of discriminating, when it is not discriminated 
by the second discrimination step that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program, whether or not the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for image data; 

an image data signaling step of signaling, when it is discriminated by the 
third discrimination step that the acquisition request is an acquisition request for 
image data, the image data to the terminal equipment; and 

an error information signaling step of signaling error information when it is 
not discriminated by the third discrimination step that the acquisition request is 
an acquisition request for image data. 

13. (Currently Amended) An image transfer method for an image 
transfer system wherein one or more terminal equipments, one or more facsimile 
apparatus and a WWW server are interconnected by a network, comprising the 
steps of: 



149.1 



-10- 



-Serial No. 09/578,713 



Attorney Docket No. 067183/0187 



outputting image data coded in accordance with a unique coding method 
by and stored in any of said facsimile apparatus to an orbitrary a requesting one 
of ^ai^termjnal . equipments ;._ao.d — — 

outputting, from said WWW server in which a decoding program for 
decoding image data coded in accordance with the coding method, the decoding 
program to the terminal equipment in response to a request from the requesting 
terminal equipment. 

14. (Currently Amended) An image transfer method as claimed in 
claim 13, wherein any of said facsimile apparatus executes: 

a coding step of coding image data included in data inputted to the 
facsimile apparatus over a. public network in accordance with the unique coding 
V method; 

I an image data storage step of storing the image data coded by the coding 

I step; 

a management step of managing the image data stored by the image data 
storage step and page information of the image data; 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an acquisition request 
transmitted from any of said terminal equipments over said network; 

an acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the acquisition request 
received by the acquisition request reception step; 

a first discrimination step of discriminating whether or the acquisition 
request analyzed by the acquisition request analysis step is an acquisition 
request for HTML document data; 

a HTML document data signaling step of signaling, when it is 
discriminated by the first discrimination step that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for HTML document data, the HTML document data to the 
terminal equipment; 

a second discrimination step of discriminating, when it is not 
discriminated by the first discrimination step that the acquisition request is an 
acquisition request for HTML document data, whether or not the acquisition 
request is an acquisition request for image data; 
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an image data signaling step of signaling, when it is discriminated by the 
second discrimination step that the acquisition request is an acquisition request 
for Jmage_data,_the_ image :_d.a.ta._to_the. terminaLequipment; and — — — — - 

an error information signaling step of signaling error information when it is 
not discriminated by the second discrimination step that the acquisition request 
is an acquisition request for image data. 

15. (Original) An image transfer method as claimed in claim 13, 
wherein any of said terminal equipments executes: 

an operation instruction inputting step of inputting an operation instruction 
to initiate a WWW browser; 

a program initiation step of initiating a program for the WWW browser in 
response to the operation instruction inputted by the operation instruction 
inputting step; 

a WWW browser display step of displaying the WW browser initiated by 
the program initiation stop; 

a URL discrimination step of discriminating whether or not a URL of any of 
said facsimile apparatus is inputted; 

a HTML document data acquisition request notification step of sending, 
when it is discriminated by the URL discrimination step that a URL is inputted, a 
notification of an acquisition request for HTML document data to that one of 
said facsimile apparatus which has the URL through said network; 

a HTML document data reception step of receiving the HTML document 
data transmitted from the facsimile apparatus in response to the notification of 
the acquisition request by the HTML document data acquisition request 
notification step; 

a HTML document data display step of displaying the HTML document 
data received by the HTML document data reception step; 

a program, execution description discrimination step of discriminating 
whether or not a program execution description is present in the HTML 
document data displayed by the HTML document data display step; 
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a decoding program acquisition request notification step of sending, when 
it is discriminated by the program execution description discrimination step that 

the program i_execution de scription ls_ present^ a .notification. _of_ an .acquisition 

request for a decoding program to said WWW server; 

a decoding program reception step or receiving the decoding program 
transmitted from said WWW server in response to the acquisition request 
notification by the decoding program acquisition request notification step; 

a decoding program execution step of executing the decoding program 
received by the decoding program reception step; 

an image data acquisition request notification step of sending a 
^ notification of an acquisition request for image data to the facsimile apparatus; 
V an image data reception step of receiving the image data transmitted from 

l/N the facsimile apparatus in response to the acquisition request by the image data 
acquisition request notification step; 

an image data decoding step of decoding the image data received by the 
image data reception step based on the decoding program executed by the 
decoding program execution step; and 

an image data display step of displaying the image data decoded by the 
image data decoding step. 

16. (Original) An image transfer method as claimed in claim 14, 
wherein any of said terminal equipments executes: 

an operation instruction inputting step of inputting an operation instruction 
to initiate a WWW browser; 

a program initiation step of initiating a program for the WWW browser in 
response to the operation instruction inputted by the operation instruction 
inputting step; 

a WWW browser display step of displaying the WWW browser initiated by 
the program initiation step; 

a URL discrimination step of discriminating whether or not a URL of any of 
said facsimile apparatus is inputted; 
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a HTML document data acquisition request notification step of sending, 
when it is discriminated by the URL discrimination step that a URL is inputted, a 

notification of an acquisition .request _f.o.r_ HTML-document -data to that-one- of 

said facsimile apparatus which has the URL through said network; 

a HTML document data reception step of receiving the HTML document 
data transmitted from the facsimile apparatus in response to the notification of 
the acquisition request by the HTML document data acquisition request 
notification step; 

a HTML document data display step of displaying the HTML document 
data received by the HTML document data reception step; 

a program execution description discrimination step of discriminating 
whether or not a program execution description is present in the HTML 
document data displayed by the HTML document data display step; 

a decoding program acquisition request notification step of sending, when 
it is discriminated by the program execution description discrimination step that 
the program execution description is present, a notification of an acquisition 
request for a decoding program to said WWW server; 

a decoding program reception step of receiving the decoding program 
transmitted from said WWW server in response to the acquisition request 
notification by the decoding program acquisition request notification step: 

a decoding program execution step of executing the decoding program 
received by the decoding program reception, step; 

an image data acquisition request notification step of sending a 
notification of an acquisition request for image data to the facsimile apparatus; 

an image data reception step of receiving the image data transmitted from 
the facsimile apparatus in response to the acquisition request by the image data 
acquisition request notification step; 

an image data decoding step of decoding the image data received by the 
image data reception step based on the decoding program executed by the 
decoding program execution step; and 
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an image data display step of displaying the image data decoded by the 
image data decoding step. 

17. (Original) An image transfer method as claimed in claim 13, 
wherein said WWW server executes: 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an acquisition request 
outputted from any of said terminal equipments over said network; 

an acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the acquisition request 
received by the acquisition request reception step; 

a decoding program signaling step of signaling, when it is analyzed by the 
acquisition request analysis step that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program for image data decoded in accordance with the 
coding method, the decoding program to the terminal equipment; and 

a transmission step of transmitting the decoding program signaled by the 
decoding program signaling step as a response to the acquisition request to the 
terminal equipment. 

18. (Original) An image transfer method as claimed in claim 14, 
wherein said WWW server executes: 

an acquisition request reception step of receiving an acquisition request 
outputted from any of said terminal equipments over said network; 

an acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the acquisition request 
received by the acquisition request reception step; 

a decoding program signaling step of signaling, when it is analyzed by the 
acquisition request analysis step that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program for image data decoded in accordance with the 
coding method, the decoding program to the terminal equipment; and 

a transmission step of transmitting the decoding program signaled by the 
decoding program signaling step as a response to the acquisition request to the 
terminal equipment. 
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19. (Original) An image transfer method as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein said WWW server executes: 

_ _an ..acquisition r _ reguest rec_eption_step_o.f _receiving_an~acquisition- request — 
outputted from any of said terminal equipments over said network; 

an acquisition request analysis step of analyzing the acquisition request 
received by the acquisition request reception step; 

a decoding program signaling step of signaling, when it is analyzed by the 
acquisition request analysis step that the acquisition request is an acquisition 
request for a decoding program for image data decoded in accordance with the 
coding method, the decoding program to the terminal equipment; and 

a transmission step of transmitting the decoding program signaled by the 
decoding program signaling step as a response to the acquisition request to the 
terminal equipment. 



20. (Newly Added) An image transfer method as claimed in claim 
cy^ 1 6, wherein said decoding program acquisition request notification step only 
sends the notification of an acquisition request for a decoding program to said 
WWW server when an Applet tag is determined to be included in the HTML 
document received by said any of said terminal equipments. 
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